ABSENCE   OF  SEQUENCE
growth in animals and plants.55 Of what festivals her varying phases were the occasion there is no need to tell; the religions of the Semitic and other races afford plentiful illustration.
Whilst it is at the agricultural stage that impetus was given to sun and earth worship, no period can be even roughly assigned to the choice of more abstract phenomena, such as the sky. air, light, and thunder, as separate objects of worship. Through the mists, which can never be dispelled, there' loom, huge and amorphous, impressive in their power and immanence, the great gods of the everlasting spaces, paired, in many a savage cosmogony, with the Earth-goddess as father and mother of all. In Polynesian myth we find the " begetter of gods and man, half man, half fish, to typify - land and water, and it was said of him that his right eye was the sun, his left the moon. So far removed was he that no worship was ever paid him,, and no image made of him." Akin in this last-named feature, the significance of which will appear presently, is the Samoyed sky-god Num, who is too far away to be worshipped. The name of the supreme god among the Australian natives, Baiame, means " the ' maker' or c cutter out/
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